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committed for delinquency to any institution or other program of the Department or 
licensed by the Department, which program is appropriate to the needs of the juvenile.  

The Department, after assessment of the juvenile, may provide commitment services 
to the juvenile in a program not located in a youth development center or detention 
facility. If the Department recommends that commitment services for the juvenile are to 
be provided in a setting that is not located in a youth development center or detention 
facility, the Department shall file a motion, along with information about the 
recommended services for the juvenile, with the committing court prior to placing the 
juvenile in the identified commitment program. The Department shall send notice of the 
motion to the District Attorney, the juvenile, and the juvenile's attorney. Upon receipt of 
the motion filed by the Department, the court may enter an order without the appearance 
of witnesses and without hearing if the court determines that the identified commitment 
program is appropriate and a hearing is not necessary. The court must hold a hearing if 
the juvenile or the juvenile's attorney requests a hearing. If the court notifies the 
Department of its intent to hold a hearing, the date for that hearing shall be set by the 
court and the Department shall place the juvenile in a youth development center or 
detention facility until the determination of the court at that hearing." 

SECTION 2. This act becomes effective October 1, 2003, and applies to 
dispositions entered on or after that date. 

In the General Assembly read three times and ratified this the 19th day of 
May, 2003. 

Became law upon approval of the Governor at 5:35 p.m. on the 20th day of 
May, 2003. 
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AN ACT TO AMEND AND MODERNIZE THE LAW NAMING THE INDIAN 

TRIBES IN THIS STATE BY ADDING CLARIFYING INFORMATION ABOUT 
REFERENCES TO THE LUMBEE TRIBE AND BY ADDING SECTIONS 
RECOGNIZING THE MEHERRIN TRIBE AND THE OCCANEECHI BAND OF 
THE SAPONI NATION. 

 
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts: 

SECTION 1. G.S. 71A-3 reads as rewritten: 
"§ 71A-3.  Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina; rights, privileges, immunities, 

obligations and duties. 
The Indians now residing in Robeson and adjoining counties of North Carolina, 

originally found by the first white settlers on the Lumbee River in Robeson County, and 
claiming joint descent from remnants of early American Colonists and certain tribes of 
Indians originally inhabiting the coastal regions of North Carolina, who have previously 
been known as "Croatan Indians," "Indians of Robeson County," and "Cherokee Indians 
of Robeson County," shall, from and after April 20, 1953, be designated and officially 
recognized as Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina and shall continue to enjoy all rights, 
privileges and immunities enjoyed by them as citizens of the State as now provided by 
law, and shall continue to be subject to all  the obligations and duties of citizens under 
the law." 

SECTION 2. Chapter 71A of the General Statutes is amended by adding 
two new sections to read: 


